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tion of ' federal juridical relations between all civilized
states'. Such a policy could only be carried through if the-
proletariat were to achieve the first position in the state,
through a series of6 social, political and economic reforms ',
including c republican government based on the supremacy
of the people ' ; the abolition of the Senate ; universal,
equal and direct suffrage ; free rights of association,
assembly, strike and propaganda ; election of judges and
the chief officers of the state ; a complete system of social
insurance ; collective labour contracts and minimum wages;
a great programme of public works ; expropriation of
badly cultivated land, etc. This remained the programme;
of the Socialist Party until half-way through 1918, but while
waiting for its fulfilment a proportion of the masses became
more radical in outlook, as a result of what they had suffered
in the war, and more especially in reaction to the loathsome
way in which the c home front' shirkers had taken advantage
of wartime discipline to carry on the struggle against the
working class and the Socialist Party. In the party, the
swing to the left became more and more pronounced, and
at the national congress in Rome in September 1918 obtained
a crushing majority. This new majority dismissed the
programme of 1917 as far too feeble and 'reformist3,
without considering it in relation to the problem of the
character and historic content of the Italian revolution.
In the Italy of 1918-19 there was undoubtedly the need}
for a bourgeois-democratic revolution, such as was experi-
enced by the bolsheviks in March 1927, and which they tried!
to consolidate after their victory in October.l In Italy, too,
it was essential to break the supremacy of the old social
castes, whose influence had been strengthened by the war,
and lead the masses to take a share in political life and build
a popular state.   In this way her national revolution, left
1 In an article devoted to the fourth anniversary of the October revolution,
Lenin remarks : e The most exacting task of the revolution was bourgeois and
democratic in nature. This was the destruction of survivals of the Middle
Ages, the final removal of shameful barbarism, shackling all culture and
progress. . . . We went through with this revolution to the end. With one
purpose in view we advanced towards social revolution, well aware that there
was no impassable barrier before us. The measure of our progress depends
on our efforts ; to-morrow the struggle will decide which of our conquests
are for ever assured.*